
T he efforts and 
accomplishments of all projects 
during their grant periods were 

outstanding and set a high 
standard for all MiCorps 

volunteer monitoring programs.

Michigan Clean
Water Corps The                 Monitor

Issue 4 | January 2008

In this issue2005 MiCorps Stream Grant Programs 
Wrap Up Monitoring Grants

2005 MiCorps Stream 
Grants.......................

Defining Sustainability..  

Cooperative Lakes 
Monitoring Program.... 

Muskegon River     
Watershed Assembly... 

Tip of the Mitt 
Watershed Council...... 

Grand Traverse  
Stream Search............ 

MiCorps Conference...

Upcoming Events........

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

MiCorps

www.micorps.net

Each year, MiCorps provides grants 
for water quality monitoring in wadable 
streams and rivers through the Volun-
teer Stream Monitoring Grant Program 
(VSMGP).   MiCorps distributed its þrst 
round of  monitoring grants in 2005 and 
these grantees have all recently þnished 
their monitoring projects. Funded projects 
included 1) Muskegon River Water Moni-
toring Program 
– Muskegon River 
Watershed Assem-
bly; 2) Volunteer 
Stream Monitor-
ing Program - Tip 
of  the Mitt Water-
shed Council; and 
3) Grand Traverse 
Stream Search - 
The Watershed Center Grand Traverse 
Bay.   The efforts and accomplishments 
of  all projects during their grant periods 
were outstanding and set a high standard 
for all MiCorps volunteer monitoring 
programs.

Together, the three funded projects re-
cruited more than 200 volunteers and 
monitored over 70 sites on 30 different 
streams throughout the state.  Each pro-
gram plans to continue its monitoring 
project beyond the grant period.  

The groups accomplished a tremendous 
amount in such a short period of  time and 
the MiCorps team is extremely proud of  
what each group has achieved.  They set 

an excellent example for future programs 
funded under MiCorps.   A full summary 
of  each group and its accomplishments 
is included inside this edition of  the Mi-
Corps newsletter.

MiCorps offers full grants to organizations 
that assess benthic invertebrate communi-
ties and stream habitat. MiCorps provides 

training and sup-
port to grantees 
to ensure they are 
collecting reliable, 
high-quality data.  
MiCorps also of-
fers start-up grants 
as “seed money” 
for newly forming 
volunteer moni-

toring groups.  The funds are intended to 
help groups design monitoring strategies 
and to draft full proposals for the 2009 
VSMGP.  Each year, at least $50,000 is 
available for volunteer stream monitoring 
grant awards.  

Staff  are currently reviewing applications 
for the 2008 grant cycle, the fourth year 
of  the program under MiCorps.  There 
are currently 12 programs funded through 
the VSMGP, including nine full grants and 
three start-up grants.  

For more information, contact Jo Latimore 
at the Huron River Watershed Council, jla-
timore@hrwc.org, 734-769-5123.    



“Sustainabi l i ty” 
is a buzzword in 
natural resource 
and environmen-
tal literature, and 
rightfully so.  It 
is a concept that 
moves us from 
thinking only of  
the current state 
of  a resource, 

such as a lake or a stream, but also of  how 
our actions today might impact the future 
of  that resource.  Thanks to the growing 
number of  individual volunteers and or-
ganizations monitoring their local lakes 
and streams through MiCorps, the future 
of  Michigan’s aquatic resources looks in-
creasingly bright.

One deþnition of  òsustainó is òto keep 
up, or keep going” – and that is the re-
newed focus of  the MiCorps program 
today.  Beginning in 2004, the MiCorps 
team worked hard to develop a vision of  
the new Michigan Clean Water Corps and 
launch a program that would support, 
empower, and network Michigan’s lake 
and stream monitoring volunteers.  Now 
that MiCorps is in full swing, we are look-
ing toward a sustainable future – both 
for MiCorps itself  and for all of  the in-
dividual volunteer monitoring programs 
that are part of  this outstanding network.  
Our inspiring third annual conference in 
October, themed “Building Sustainability 
and Ensuring Success,ó was a þtting kick-
off  for this new focus for MiCorps.

Personally, I am also happy to have recent-
ly accepted new responsibility as Program 
Manager for MiCorps – I am thrilled to be 
able to continue to work closely with all 
of  our extraordinarily dedicated member 
monitoring groups, our committed Steer-
ing Committee, the outstanding MiCorps 
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staff  at the Great Lakes Commission and 
Huron River Watershed Council, and our 
dedicated partners at the Department of  
Environmental Quality (DEQ).

Another deþnition of  òsustainó is òto 
provide for (an institution or the like) 
by furnishing means or funds.”  Along 
that theme, we are very pleased to an-
nounce that, in recognition of  the great 
importance of  volunteer monitoring to 
Michigan’s aquatic resources, DEQ has 
approved the next two years of  fund-
ing support for MiCorps.  The MiCorps 
team has developed an ambitious plan 
for the next two years, with a focus on 
sustaining the momentum that has built 
over the þrst three years of  MiCorps and 
supporting our existing and new member 
programs.

One signiþcant goal for the immediate 
future is to upgrade the online MiCorps 
Data Exchange (MDE).  With feedback 
from volunteers who are entering data, 
people searching the MDE for informa-
tion, and our own use of  the MDE for 
reporting, weõve identiþed a number of  
ways to make the system easier to use and 
more efþcient.  Work on these updates 
has already begun, and we’re looking for-
ward to your feedback on the updated 
system – get ready for “MDE 2.0”!

We are proud of  how MiCorps has grown 
over the past three years, and continue to 
be energized and inspired by the staff  
and volunteers of  all of  the phenomenal 
monitoring groups within MiCorps.  On 
behalf  of  the MiCorps staff, Steering 
Committee, and DEQ, I wish you all the 
best for 2008.

Jo A. Latimore, Ph.D.
MiCorps Program Manager

Defining Sustainability  

About the
              Monitor

The MiCorps Monitor news-
letter is a semiannual pub-
lication aimed at facilitating 
the exchange of  information 
and ideas among volunteer 
monitoring program lead-
ers, volunteers, and resource 
professionals on volunteer 
monitoring issues speciþc to 
Michigan.  

Contact the Editor
For information about the 
MiCorps program or the 
MiCorps Monitor newsletter, 
or to submit items for future 
newsletter issues, contact 
Elizabeth Johnson of  the 
Great Lakes Commission at 
734-971-9135, 
ejohnson@glc.org

Back Issues
Archived issues of  this news-
letter can be downloaded 
from the MiCorps web site 
at www.micorps.net/newsletter

Reprinting material is en-
couraged, but we request 
that you notify the editor of  
your intentions, give credit 
to The MiCorps Monitor, and 
send a copy of  your þnal 
publication to the editor. 
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